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Let's transition to treating, and I'm going to focus on the 
most common causes of chronic diarrhea at this point. 
We've talked about all the primary GI causes. We've 
looked at a list of the common secondary GI causes of 
dysfunction and chronic diarrhea. But in the literature, 
the two most common causes are neoplasia and chronic 
enteropathy. And that chronic enteropathy is further 
subcategorized as being steroid, antibiotic, fiber, or food 
responsive. 




 of 4 5

When we're talking about neoplasia, we have to think 
about the individual segments of the GI tract, because 
what one finds in the stomach is a little bit different than 
what one finds in the small intestine or large intestine. 
But if you had to put a gun to my head and say, what are 
the two most common neoplastic conditions of the GI 
tract in a cat, it is lymphoma, adenocarcinoma, and a 
close third is mast cell disease. 
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Differentiating, as we've talked about, is really, really 
challenging. Figuring out from a clinical perspective, 
from a lot of diagnostic perspectives, whether a patient 
is living with inflammatory bowel disease or intestinal 
lymphoma is really, really challenging. 


And when you add the fact that there's growing evidence 
that these two conditions actually live on a spectrum 
with chronic inflammation at one end and neoplasia at 
the other, we probably want to intervene with definitive 
therapies as soon as possible to potentially prevent an 
inflammatory condition from progressing to a neoplastic 
one. 


