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Introduction:
Hello,

My name is Sean Sullivan and I am the Public Relations Liaison with Wreaths Across America. 

The goal of this document is to familiarize yourself with Wreaths Across America and our efforts to honor our nation’s fallen heroes while creating programs to serve our living veterans. 

I am sending this media package to you for several reasons:
1. Because you are in the media and we wanted to re-introduce ourselves (or introduce our organization for the first time).
As part of our introduction, we are offering you this free digital media package containing all the information and materials you might need for an article, interview, show-prep, or research needed to make it super-easy to construct your story.

 
Including: 

WAA History 
Stories from the Past Year
Pictures Videos 
Radio and TV PSA’s
Sponsorship Information 

2. Reminder, Veterans Day is Thursday, November 11th.
3. Finally, National Wreaths Across America Day, this year is on Saturday, December 18th, 2021. This will also be the 30th year that wreaths have been placed at Arlington National Cemetery by our organization’s founder Morrill Worcester and his family.
Our hope is to provide you with all the tools and resources you will need as we head into Veterans Day and National Wreaths Across America Day. This content is to help you develop quality content for your local audience and to provide media support for our local volunteers that may be working in your area. Please contact us today if you have any questions or to schedule interviews leading up to Veterans Day and National Wreaths Across America Day with WAA executives or to connect with local volunteers.
If you cannot find the information for your stories here, please let us know how we can serve you. You can reach out to us via email or simply call us. You can also visit us online at www.wreathsacrossamerica.org or visit our official Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/WAAHQ.

Press Contact:
Sean Sullivan
Wreaths Across America – Public Relations Liaison
ssullivan@wreathsacrossamerica.org
(207) 230-4599
We hope you find this information helpful! We also look forward to working with you!
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A letter from Karen Worcester 
Wreaths Across America, Executive Director

Dear Media Professional:

Thank you for opening (and reading) this media guide as we hope that you find this document both useful and informational as we make the final push to Remember, Honor, and Teach about our nation’s veterans, service members and their families in 2021. We look forward to helping you build great media stories that inspire a nation by highlighting compassion and unity.
By caring enough to read the information contained within this document, you are helping to “live up to their legacy” that our fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters, and loved ones have passed down to us through their service and sacrifice.
As we head into the 30th year of placing wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery, we hope you will join us in volunteering, in support, or in spirit as we endeavor to bring people together in solidary as we place veterans’ wreaths to honor our interred heroes all across America.
Your media support is both welcomed and needed, as our volunteers endeavor to place over 2 million sponsored veterans’ wreaths at more than 2,800 participating locations this year.
I felt it was important to reach out to you and thank you for everything that you have done for us this past year. I want to thank you for reading this message and for showing interest in helping us in our mission to Remember the fallen, Honor those that served and their families, and Teach the next generation the value of freedom. 

With gratitude, 
Karen Worcester
WAA Executive Director
WAA MISSION STATEMENT AND HISTORY
While we have Veterans Day in the fall and Memorial Day in the spring, our service members sacrifice their time and safety every single day of the year, to preserve our freedoms. In many homes across the U.S., every day there is an empty seat for one who is serving, or one who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. 

Our mission to Remember, Honor and Teach lasts all year long, far beyond the single day in December when we coordinate wreath-laying ceremonies, all throughout the year, Wreaths Across America works, in a number of ways, to show our veterans and their families that we will not forget—we will never forget. 
Remember our fallen veterans.

When a volunteer places a wreath on a veteran's grave on National Wreaths Across America Day, we encourage them to speak that veteran's name aloud, thank them for their service and sacrifice, and reflect on that person and their life along with our wreath-laying ceremonies. At all cemeteries throughout the country, WAA also holds special memorial ceremonies.

Honor those who serve.

The group participates in veterans’ events throughout the year and has a veteran liaison on staff to work with local veterans’ organizations, as well as public outreach through Veterans Day and Memorial Day programs, public service announcements, press coverage and the WAA website.

Teach our children the value of freedom.

Wreaths Across America is committed to teaching younger generations about the value of their freedoms and the importance of honoring those who sacrificed to protect those freedoms. 

Our Mobile Education Exhibit as well as our “escort to Arlington” (convoy of wreath delivery trucks to Arlington National Cemetery) stop at many schools. We offer learning experiences, interactive media projects and opportunities for schools, 4-H, scouts, and other youth groups to participate in our efforts. 

On the Tip-lands in Maine where the tips of balsam fir trees are harvested to become veterans wreaths for Wreaths Across America Day, replica dog tags of thousands of replica veterans dog-tags create a living memorial of fallen veterans living back to other fallen veterans.

Learn more at: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/remember-honor-teach/#rememberWreaths 

Wreaths Across America History: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/our-story
WAA SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION

You can sponsor a live, handmade balsam wreath for $15 at www.wreathsacrossamerica.org. Each sponsorship goes toward a veteran’s wreath that will be placed on the headstone of an American hero as we endeavor to honor all veterans laid to rest on Saturday, December 18, 2021, as part of National Wreaths Across America Day. 
“Every donation and wreath sponsorship is a meaningful gift from a grateful American who knows what it means to serve and sacrifice for the freedoms we all enjoy,” said Karen Worcester, executive director of Wreaths Across America. “We are so grateful to the good people of this great nation for participating in our mission to Remember, Honor and Teach.”
To donate on-line go to www.wreathsacrossamerica.org
To find a cemetery near you to support click here for the link.
National Text to Donate from AT&T Veterans: text WREATH22 to 20222 on your mobile phone (there are local text programs in many states please check the list below to see if there is a participating local program in your area before broadcasting the national text program).
Local Text to Donate Programs from AT&T Veterans Across the Country 

(please use if you are in one of the listed areas)
Text the local corresponding code listed below to 20222 
CO – Fort Logan National Cemetery - Text Wreath 42
CO – Pikes Peak National Cemetery - Text Wreath 43
CT – State Veterans Cemetery, Middletown - Text Wreath 35
FL – Palms Woodland Cemetery - Text Wreath 30
FL – Serenity Meadows Funeral Home - Text Wreath 31
FL – Florida National Cemetery - Text Wreath 32
FL – Canaveral National Cemetery - Text Wreath 321
FL – Jacksonville National Cemetery - Text Wreath 33
FL – South Florida National Cemetery - Text Wreath 34
GA – Marietta National Cemetery - Text Wreath 40
GA – Georgia National Cemetery - Text Wreath 41 
MN – Fort Snelling National Cemetery - Text Wreath 44
NJ – Beverly National Cemetery - Text Wreath 36
NJ – New Jersey Vietnam Veterans Memorial Museum - Text Wreath 38
NJ – Somerset Hills Memorial Park - Text Wreath 39
PA – Mount Moriah Cemetery - Text Wreath 37
SC – Beaufort National Cemetery - Text Wreath 45 
TX - DFW National Cemetery - Text Wreath 1
REMAINING 2021 WAA CALENDAR

November 11 – Veterans Day

November 25 – Thanksgiving

November 26 – Black Friday

November 27 – Small Business Saturday

November 29 – Deadline to sponsor a wreath for guaranteed placement during 2021 season
November 30 – Giving Tuesday
December 11 – Escort to Arlington Begins (This is a weeklong truck convoy of wreaths that starts in 

Maine and drives to Arlington National Cemetery with stops along the way.)

Dec. 11 – Leave Columbia Falls Maine



   West Quoddy, Maine



   Calais, Maine

Dec. 12 – Calais, Maine

   Ellsworth, Maine


   Thorndike, Maine


   Wiscasset, Maine


   Portland, Maine

Dec. 13 – Portland, Maine

                  Elliot, Maine

   Merrimack, New Hampshire


   Brattleboro, Vermont


Dec. 14 – Brattleboro, Vermont



   Troy, New York



   Central Valley, New York

   

   Wayne, New Jersey

   Elizabeth, New Jersey

Dec. 15 – Elizabeth, New Jersey


   Sayreville, New Jersey


   Holmdel, New Jersey


   Bordertown, New Jersey

Dec. 16 – Bordertown, New Jersey


   Claymont, Delaware


   Middletown, Delaware


   Stevensville, Maryland

Dec. 17 – Stevensville, Maryland


   Pentagon, Washington D.C.


   War Memorials, Washington D.C.

   Arlington, VA

Dec. 18 – Arlington, VA and Arlington National Cemetery
December 18 – Wreaths Across America Day

January 22, 2022 – Wreaths Out at Arlington National Cemetery, and the unofficial beginning of wreath retirement season.
Please note, times, dates, and routes are subject to change and may vary in some local areas. 
To confirm your media participation, please contact the local volunteer.

2021 NEWS STORIES WITH UPDATES
WAA is committed to the mission to Remember, Honor and Teach year-round. These are just some of the stories that have been on the national stage this year. Please be aware that some of these stories have updates from their original release and are actual news that you can build stories around.  

· Flying Tiger Line Flight 739 – Very little is known about what happened to Flying Tiger Line Flight 739, a military mission plane that went missing on March 16, 1962, with 93 US Army Soldiers on board and 11 crew members. Due to the complexities surrounding the mission, the names of all those who have been lost have not yet been added to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington D.C. WAA unveiled a memorial to these brave men and women and their families on May 15, 2021. 
UPDATE: On August 21, the families of those lost received the good news that U.S. Senator Gary Peters introduced Senate bill 2571 to allow the American Servicemen onboard Flying Tiger Line Flight (FTLF) 739 to finally have their names placed on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington D.C.. We will need your help to make the push for this bill to pass before the end of this legislative session – heading into the 60th anniversary of FTLF 739.

Learn more at: https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/399/?relatedId=0
· WAA Mobile Education Exhibit National Tour - Wreaths Across America (WAA) proudly announced that its Mobile Education Exhibit (MEE), will travel the country. The goal of the WAA MEE is to bring veterans, military, and community together to teach patriotism while remembering the service and sacrifice of our nation’s heroes. In 2020, the MEE has visited AL, TX, AZ, CA, UT, TN, ME, MA, RI, CT, NJ, NY, DE, VA, and FL. 
UPDATE: As part of the mission to honor veterans, the MEE has been made an official welcome home station for Vietnam Veterans who have not yet received a welcome home pin from their government. As of this notice, the MEE has welcomed home its 1000th veteran. There are still almost 3 million veterans who have yet to receive this honor, so the MEE is making upgrades to its equipment and preparing to announce its 2022 schedule to make sure no veteran is left behind and they are all honored.
Learn more at: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/mee
· Wreaths Across America Radio Roundtables – Earlier this year, Wreaths Across America Radio announced a series of four roundtable discussions focused on Veteran Healing through sharing stories of resilience, purpose and success. This live discussion takes place quarterly, exclusively on Wreaths Across America Radio. 
UPDATE: Due in large part to the generosity of traditional media outlets, this popular series has seen 10-fold growth and has helped many veterans struggling with various issues. The fourth and final broadcast of this series is set to air on Thursday, Dec. 23, 2021.
Learn more at: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/633/?relatedId=0
· The Reinternment of Medal of Honor Recipient SGT Robert McPhelan – Robert was born in 1837 in Laois, Ireland. He immigrated to the United States with his wife Mary and joined the Army. He received his Medal of Honor for Gallantry in action for his time serving with Col Nelson Miles October 1876 through Jan 1877. He was presented the honor on July 18, 1877 from General William T. Sherman. SGT Robert McPhelan was laid to rest in 1884 in Potters Field. 

UPDATE: He was respectfully relocated to Leavenworth National Cemetery and received full military honors thanks to the hard work of WAA volunteer Michelle Cebe in Kansas.
Learn more at: https://www.facebook.com/events/144405861062780/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A[%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%7D]%7D
· An Environmental Story of Wreath Retirement and Fish – WAA volunteers like Cliff Vangilder act as ambassadors for the mission to remember, honor, and teach. They are also environmentally minded as they work to find solutions for logistical challenges associated with wreath laying on Wreaths Across America Day. One of those challenges is: what to do with the wreaths after honoring our veterans? For the last two years, retired veterans' wreaths have been collected and turned into fish habitat in Tygart Lake, VA providing shelter from predators increasing their chances of maturing and spawning. It helps survival lifespan and reproduction rates necessary for a healthy fishery.
Learn more at: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/566/?relatedId=0
· WAA Road Races – Wreaths Across America announced its 2021 Race Program which included a 737-mile virtual ESCORT TO ARLINGTON CHALLENGE, two virtual RUNNING FOR WREATHS options (5K and 10K available), and one in-person STEM TO STONE REMEMBRANCE RUN (with a virtual option) which was held in Maine.) These races were very successful, and we want to take a moment to thank everyone who took part.
UPDATE: The Escort to Arlington Challenge is still going on and closes on December 18th, 2021. This 737-mile virtual course starts in Columbia Falls, Maine, where WAA is headquartered, and travels down the East Coast to Arlington, Virginia just as the annual escort to Arlington does each December.
Learn more at: Escort to Arlington Challenge presented by Wreaths Across America (runsignup.com)
· 2nd Annual National Flag Waving Effort – WAA urged all Americans to join on Tuesday, September 7, 2021, in waving the American flag in remembrance of the 20th Anniversary of September 11th.
Learn more at: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/626/?relatedId=0
· Gold Star Wives MOU Signing – National nonprofit Wreaths Across America (WAA) is proud to announce the signing of an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with the Gold Star Wives of America to help advance the mission to remember, honor, teach about veterans and their families. Through this writ of Understanding, The Gold Star Wives of America have taken another step in their storied history of offering service to those who have sacrificed so much. 

Learn more at: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/584/?relatedId=0

· Corporate Partnerships – WAA has been very fortunate to work with some amazing partners this past year as we all work in unity to Remember, Honor and Teach about our nation’s veterans. This year we have been especially fortunate to work with some enthusiastic and generous organizations who support the mission.
UPDATE: In addition to the partnerships below, look for official announcements from the International Association of Movers coming up.

Learn more at: 
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/537/?relatedId=0
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/494/?relatedId=0
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/495/?relatedId=0
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/501/?relatedId=0
· Military Woman’s Memorial Grove Dedication - On September 27, 2021, Wreaths Across America, in partnership with the Military Women’s Memorial Foundation, dedicated a section of the organization’s balsam Tip-lands in Columbia Falls, Maine, to America’s military women, past and present, in honor and memory of all women who have served our nation. The ceremony included an opening prayer and Pledge of Allegiance, an unveiling of the Grove plaque, remarks by leadership of both organizations and the reading of the names of veterans who will be honored through the Remembrance Tree Program in the new Grove.
Learn more at: https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/645/?relatedId=0
As part of the Wreaths Across America Reembrace Tree Program

· Grove Dedication to Daughters of the American Revolution –  as part of its Veterans Remembrance Tree Program, WAA dedicated a Grove to Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) on the tip lands in Maine. The balsam fir trees in this Grove will now hold the replica dog tags of thousands of veterans, all Revolutionary War-era ancestors of DAR members nationwide.
DAR is a non-profit, non-political volunteer women’s service organization dedicated to promoting patriotism, preserving American history, and securing America’s future through better education for children, and was founded in 1890. DAR members volunteer millions of service hours annually in their local communities including supporting active duty military personnel and assisting veteran patients, awarding thousands of dollars in scholarships and financial aid each year to students, and supporting schools for underserved children.
Learn more at: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/604/?relatedId=0
· WAA Recommits to the United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration – At a flag presentation ceremony held in the Pentagon, the national nonprofit Wreaths Across America (WAA) reaffirmed its position as a Commemorative Partner of The United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration. 

WAA was among the initial organizations to join the wide-ranging list of commemorative partners supporting the efforts of the Congressionally chartered United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration. Since first becoming a Commemorative Partner in 2012, WAA has had the distinct honor of conducting 2,190 welcome home ceremonies for Vietnam veterans across the country, pining each veteran, and thanking them for their service, valor, and sacrifice. 
Learn more at: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/576/?relatedId=0

Please Consider Running Our Produced PSA’s.
English

:20 Audio Only (available for local :10 Tag)

https://www.dropbox.com/s/fehercy7a05n6tr/WAA%20PSA%202021%20-%20Room%20for%20local%2010%20sec%20tag%20-%2020.mp3?dl=0
:30 Audio Only

https://www.dropbox.com/s/u74fycf4sj4jp7n/WAA%20%28Sponsor%20a%20Wreath%20PSA%202021%20-%2030%29.mp3?dl=0
:30 TV 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/1xor8puvc0h1gqq/WAA%20Join%20Us%2030%202021.mp4?dl=0
Spanish

:30 Audio Only 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/eg9wbe15uh5h5db/WAA%20-%20%28Sponosr%20a%20Wreath%20%20PSA%20-%20en%20espanol%2030%29.mp3?dl=0
:30 TV 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/rqljkuxu5gn9inv/WAA%20-%20Join%20Us%20Spanish%202021.mp4?dl=0
Wreaths Across America PSA’s on the National Association of Broadcasters Website

https://psa.nab.org/campaign.asp?id=172
QUICK REFERENCE

Wreaths Across America National Headquarters Contact

4 Point St 

Columbia Falls, ME 04623

Phone: (877) 385-9504

Web: www.WREATHSACROSSAMERICA.org
Wreaths Across America Media Resources Page for Pictures and Video
https://learn.wreathsacrossamerica.org/mediarsources
Wreaths Across America Official Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/WAAHQ
Wreaths Across America YouTube Channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg8qaE2Kwt4U8x5CwsyFXYA
Wreaths Across America Newsletter

https://learn.wreathsacrossamerica.org/missionmatters
Wreaths Across America Escort to Arlington (route for 2021 not confirmed yet, so keep checking this link for updates)
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/arlington-escort-information
Wreaths Across America Mobile Education Exhibit

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/mee
Wreaths Across America Remembrance Tree Program

https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/remembrance-tree-program
Wreaths Across America Text to Donate Program

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/19520/News/274/?relatedId=0
Wreaths Across America Radio

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/radio
https://www.iheart.com/live/wreaths-across-america-radio-8845/
Wreaths Across America PSA’s on the National Association of Broadcasters Website

https://psa.nab.org/campaign.asp?id=172
WAA PRESS CONTACTS

Amber Caron





Sean Sullivan
acaron@wreathsacrossamerica.org


ssullivan@wreathsacrossamerica.org
(207) 513-6457




(207) 230-4599

Thank you in advance for helping to advance the mission to Remember, Honor, Teach this year.
We also want you to know that we appreciate all that you do to help us forward the mission and help make our great country a better community.
Please let us know if you need anything.
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