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Introduction 
The Peralta Community College District’s Office of International Education (OIE) supports international 
students with employment authorization. In addition to Optional Practical Training (OPT), the OIE assists 
students with Curricular Practical Training (CPT), Economic Hardship, and on campus employment, 
which all include support to apply for their social security numbers as well.  

Optional Practical Training (OPT) is temporary employment that is directly related to an F-1 student’s 
major area of study. Eligible students can apply to receive up to 12 months of OPT employment 
authorization before completing their academic studies (pre-completion) and/or after completing their 
academic studies (post-completion). However, all periods of pre-completion OPT will be deducted from 
the available period of post-completion OPT.1 

OPT is an important educational component to international students’ program of study, as a key 
complement to the classroom experience, and as supplemental training and experiential learning.  

Summary 
Since 2010, there have been over 300 international students that have participated in Post-Completion 
OPT after completing their program at PCCD. As of December 2, 2019, there were 56 international 
students with a requested, pending or approved OPT in the Student Exchange Visitor Information 
System (SEVIS). (Berkeley City College – 20, College of Alameda – 6, Laney College – 22, and Merritt 
College – 8).  

 

 
  

                                                           
1 Optional Practical Training (OPT) for F-1 Students - https://www.uscis.gov/opt 

Berkeley City College, 
20, 36%

College of Alameda, 6, 
11%

Laney College, 22, 39%

Merritt College, 8, 14%

Students with a Requested, Pending or Approved OPT status by 
Campus (56 as of 12/2/19)

https://www.uscis.gov/opt


Current Active 
International 

Students at PCCD (as 
of 12/2/19)*** 

Students with a 
Requested or Pending 

OPT status (as of 
12/2/19)** 

Students with an 
approved OPT 
status (as of 
12/2/19)** 

% of current PCCD SEVIS 
Active international 

students with a requested, 
pending or approved OPT 

status 
690 13 43 8% 

*Students who requested OPT between 2010-2018 (277 total) 
**Students with a Requested, Pending or Approved OPT status (56 as of 12/2/19) 
***Total International Students (690 as of 12/2/19), includes Current OPT students as well 

Peralta Campus OPT 2010-2018* Current OPT students** Total International Students*** 
Berkeley City College 96 (35%) 20 (36%) 413 (60%) 
College of Alameda 28 (10%) 6 (11%) 68 (10%) 
Laney College 120 (43%) 22 (39%) 152 (22%) 
Merritt College 33 (12%) 8 (14%) 57 (8%) 

 

Ages OPT 2010-2018* Current OPT students** Total International Students*** 
Min (Youngest) 18 21 17 
Max (Oldest) 50 49 64 
Mean (Average) 28 28 24 
Mode (Most 
Common) 

26 27 20 

Median (Middle) 28 27 23 
 

Gender OPT 2010-2018* Current OPT students** Total International Students*** 
Female 191 (69%) 44 (77%) 325 (47%) 
Male 86 (31%) 12 (23%) 365 (53%) 

 

Countries of 
Citizenship 

OPT 2010-2018* Current OPT students** Total International 
Students*** 

Thailand 40 (14%) 6 (10%) 27 (3%) 
Vietnam 40 (14%) 5 (8%) 62 (8%) 
China 29 (10%) 4 (7%) 211 (30%) 
Japan 21 (7%) 0 30 (4%) 
South Korea 20 (7%) 4 (7%) 70 (10%) 
Nepal 16 (5%) 6 (10%) 33 (4%) 
Mongolia 14 (5%) 0 37 (5%) 
Other 97 (35%) – 45 countries 31 (55%) – 19 countries 177 (25%) – 63 countries 

 

Majors (2010-2018) # of students 
Business/Business Administration and Management 58 (20%) 
Accounting 18 (6%) 
Multimedia 17 (6%) 
Biology 16 (5%) 



Culinary Arts/Chef Training 12 (4%) 
Child Development/Education 9 (3%) 
Social Sciences 9 (3%) 
Computer Programming and Information Sciences 8 (2%) 
Cosmetology 5 (1%) 
Health Services 5 (1%) 
Psychology 5 (1%) 
Other (15-20 majors) 155 (55%) 

Other includes: Art, Banking and Financial Support Services, Carpentry, Dental Assisting/Assistant, 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering Technologies, Emergency Medical Technology/Technician (EMT 
Paramedic), Fashion/Apparel Design, Kinesiology, Landscaping, Language Interpretation and Translation, 
Legal Assistant, Mathematics, Political Science and Government, Radio and Television, Registered 
Nursing, Spanish Language and Literature, Woodworking 

Top OPT Requests by Month (2010-2018) 

On average, students waited an average of 83 days for OPT to actually begin from the day they 
requested 

Month # of Students % of all Requests 
October 44 15% 
March 38 13% 
May 33 11% 
April 30 10% 
November 30 10% 
December 30 10% 
6 other months 72 25% 

 

Top OPT Approvals by Month (2010-2018) 

On average, students received their approval status 5.2 days prior to their actual start date 

Month # of Students % of all Approvals 
August 38 14% 
February 35 13% 
January 31 11% 
July 27 10% 
June 26 9% 
March 23 8% 
6 other months 89 33% 

 

Average Wait Times for Students (2010-2018) 

• 27 Days (Requested to Pending) 
• 49 Days (Pending to Approved) 
• 78 Days (Requested to Approved) 



The average number of semesters studied prior to OPT is 5.7 (995 days, 2.7 years).  

218 unique students reported 264 jobs in SEVIS from August 25, 2010 through November 8, 2019. 
(Average 1.2 jobs per student). 

Current SEVIS Status 
for students after 
OPT 

Terminated Completed Deactivated (Transfer Out) Active 
(Currently at 
PCCD for 
new 
program) 

# of Students 21 (8%) 115 (44%) 116 (44%) 11 (4%) 

OPT Student Experience 
Eunice Poon, international student from Canada, was enrolled at Berkeley City College (BCC) from 
January 15, 2016 through May 25, 2018. After earning her degree in Animation through BCC, she was 
authorized for Post-Completion OPT from June 13, 2018 through June 12, 2019. While on OPT, she was 
employed for a company named AI4ALL in Oakland, CA where she was employed as a Program and 
Communications Intern responsible for creating graphics, illustrations and completing visual 
communications to promote the company’s vision. After completing her OPT she transferred to the 
Academy of Art University in San Francisco, beginning in Fall 2019, and she has given us permission to 
share her story about the value of her OPT experience below: 

“Work experience is always incredibly valuable. OPT gives you the chance to get your feet wet and apply 
the things you’ve learnt in school as well as learn new things in industry. OPT was a great experience and 
definitely helped prepare me for my next step in applying for Academy of Art University. The biggest 
reason for this is because I was able to get hands on experience working as a graphic design and 
communications intern. This allowed me to get a grasp of what happens day in and day out, and made 
me more confident in choosing the graphic design route because I recognized that I really enjoyed the 
daily tasks of a designer. I also was able to pinpoint the areas in which I wanted to develop my skill set 
further as a designer, and I think that is super helpful when returning back to school in terms of being 
more certain of what I’d like to get out of grad school. The most valuable piece of working at AI4ALL was 
the ability to ‘publish’ or ‘display’ my work. All of the graphics, newsletters, blog posts, etc. was posted 
on social media and other platforms, and being able to be a part of creating something for the 
organization felt amazing because I was able to add something to the company during my time there.” 
(Submitted by Eunice Poon on August 22, 2019) 

  



Optional Practical Training Rules & Regulations 
OPT must be recommended by a Peralta Community College District Designated School Official (DSO) at 
the Office of International Education; and approved by the United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS). USCIS work authorization is issued in the form of an Employment Authorization 
Document (EAD) commonly referred to as an EAD card. The EAD is a photo identity card similar to a 
university ID or driver license. It indicates the date an authorized F-1 student may begin employment 
and the date the student must end employment. 

OPT Eligibility 
In order to be eligible to apply for OPT, international students must meet all of the following 
requirements: 

• Be an F-1 student visa holder who has been enrolled full-time for at least one full academic year 
prior to submitting an OPT application. 

• Have maintained lawful F-1 status 
• Intend to obtain employment in a position directly related to your major field of study. 
• Have not completed more than 364 days of full-time Curricular Practical Training (CPT). 
• Have not utilized an equivalent of 12 months of OPT work authorization in current degree level. 
• Have not already completed a degree at this level (e.g., second bachelors’ degree) or at a higher 

level. Are not in an English language training program. 

When OPT Can Occur 
Prior to Degree Completion (Pre-Completion OPT) 

• Part-time or Full-time: During annual vacation if eligible and if student is intending to register for 
the next term or session. (Pre-completion OPT) 

• Part-time: While school is in session provided that OPT does not exceed 20 hours per week and 
student maintains full-time student status. (Pre-completion OPT) 

After Degree Completion (Post-completion OPT) 
• Post-completion OPT must be full-time (more than 20 hours per week). 
• Any Pre-Completion OPT utilized prior to degree completion will be deducted from the initial 12 

months’ allowable benefit at half the rate. 
• Can only be unemployed for 90 days in aggregate throughout total 12 months’ duration of OPT. 

Duration of OPT 
• Initial OPT applications have a maximum duration eligibility of 12 months for each higher degree 

level (Associates, Bachelors, Masters, and Doctoral Degree) completed. 
• If a student has used part of their OPT employment benefit during their degree program, they 

are only entitled to the remaining benefit, not a new 12 months. Students will not receive 
additional OPT time if they complete another degree at the same level (e.g., two Associates 
degrees). Students who have completed OPT at a higher educational level (e.g., Bachelors’ 
degree) are ineligible for OPT at the Associate level. 

• Also, if students receive their Employment Authorization Document (EAD card) after the work 
authorization start date requested, they are not eligible to recover the time that passed while 



they were waiting to receive their EAD card in the mail. Students must still stop working on the 
end date indicated on the EAD card.  

When to Apply for OPT 
• Work authorization for OPT must be obtained from the United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services (USCIS) so students need to plan ahead to ensure a timely receipt of their 
application. If their application is received by USCIS more than 60 days after their program 
completion date, they will not be eligible for OPT. Once an I-20 is created for OPT, it will need to 
be received within 30 days by USCIS. 

Pre-Completion OPT 
• If students are completing their first academic year of study, they may submit their OPT 

application 90 days prior to the date they will complete their first year of study provided that 
the employment will not begin until after an entire year of study has been completed. 

• If a student has completed one full year of study, they may submit their OPT application as early 
as 90 days prior to the work authorization start date requested. 

• If they are applying for OPT based on completion of coursework requirements, they may submit 
their application as early as 90 days prior to the work authorization start date requested. 

Post-Completion OPT 
• If a student is applying for OPT based on completion of a degree or certificate (Post), they may 

submit their application for OPT as early as 90 days prior to the program end date (e.g. if your 
graduation date is May 15 they may apply for your OPT as early as February 15) or received by 
USCISC within 60 days after your program end date. Students should plan to apply for OPT no 
later than 30 days after their program end date to allow for unexpected circumstances. The 
Form I-765 application and supporting documents must be received by USCIS within 30 days of 
the date OPT is requested in SEVIS. 

OPT Demographic Data Overview 
This report will focus mainly on students who have applied for post-completion OPT for students who 
applied beginning March 10, 2010 through December 14, 2018 (277 total).  

Year OPT was Requested OPT Employment 
Requested 

OPT Employment 
Pending 

OPT Employment 
Approved 

Earliest March 10, 2010 May 11, 2010 May 11, 2010 
Latest December 14, 2018 February 15, 2019 March 7, 2019 
2010 17 16 17 
2011 27 27 26 
2012 27 27 27 
2013 28 27 27 
2014 28 28 27 
2015 26 26 26 
2016 38 33 36 
2017 47 37 45 



2018 39 29 38 
TOTAL 277 250 269 

 

As of December 2, 2019, there were 690 active international students at the Peralta Community College 
District. This includes students with a current requested, pending or approved OPT (56 students). 43 of 
these 56 students are currently approved for OPT, and the remaining 13 students have currently 
requested OPT and are awaiting approval. 

Current Active 
International 
Students at 
PCCD (as of 
12/2/19) 

Students with 
a Requested 
or Pending 
OPT status (as 
of 12/2/19) 

Students with 
an approved 
OPT status (as 
of 12/2/19)  

% of active 
students with 
a requested, 
pending or 
approved OPT 
status 

690 13 43 8% 
 

OPT by Peralta Home Campus 
Currently, 60% of all international students have identified Berkeley City College as their home campus, 
which is the highest. However, for all students who applied for OPT from 2010-2018, the campus with 
the most students was Laney College (43%). 

 

Berkeley City College, 
413, 60%

College of Alameda, 68, 
10%

Laney College, 152, 
22%

Merritt College, 57, 8%

Total International Students by Campus (690 as of 12/2/19)



 

 

Age at the time OPT was requested 
The average age of students has remained about the same for students who requested from 2010 to 
2018. The youngest student to apply for OPT during this time period was 18 years old (2010), and the 
oldest student was 50 years old (2013). The most common age for students applying for OPT is 26 years 
old and the average age is 28 years old. The average age of students applying for OPT is 4 years older 
than the average age of current students at PCCD (24.6). The current average age of students with a 
requested, pending or approved OPT status (as of 12/2/19) is 28 years old, with a range of 21-49 years 
old. 

Berkeley City College, 
20, 36%

College of Alameda, 6, 
11%

Laney College, 22, 39%

Merritt College, 8, 14%

Students with a Requested, Pending or Approved OPT status by 
Campus (56 as of 12/2/19)

Berkeley City College, 
96, 35%

College of Alameda, 
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Laney College, 120, 
43%
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OPT Requested by Campus (277 students from 2010-2018)



Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 18 41 29.1 26, 28 28 
2011 20 45 29.1 37 28 
2012 21 40 28.8 28 28 
2013 21 50 29.8 24 28.5 
2014 20 48 31.2 38 30 
2015 20 37 27.7 29 28.5 
2016 19 44 27.7 25 26.5 
2017 19 43 28.1 26 27 
2018 19 47 27.6 21 26 
TOTAL – 277 
total 

18 50 28.7 26 28 

Students with 
a requested, 
pending or 
approved OPT 
status (as of 
12/2/19)- 56 
total 

21 49 28 27 27 

Current PCCD 
Students (Fall 
2019) – 690 
total 

17 64 24.6 20 23 
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Gender of students who applied for OPT 
Overall, there has been a higher percentage of females (69%) who apply for OPT compared to males 
(31%). Each year, there has been more females than males who requested OPT. 2018 had the highest 
percentage of females compared to males (92%). This is somewhat surprising as the current percentage 
of males to females for all international students is much closer (47% Males, 53% Females). 
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Countries of Citizenship 
The top country of citizenship for all international students is China (30%). However, the top 2 countries 
for students applying for OPT are Thailand and Vietnam, which combined only consists of 8% of all 
international students. 28% of all international students who applied for OPT from 2010-2018 were from 
either Thailand or Vietnam. The other top countries were China (10%), Japan (7%) and South Korea (7%). 
Since March 10, 2010 there have been students from 52 different countries that have requested OPT. 

Female
69%

Male
31%

Gender of Students who Requested OPT (2010-2018)



 

Does not include 177 students from 63 other countries (25%) 
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Does not include 27 students from 18 other countries (49%) 

 

Does not include 87 students from 44 other countries (31%) 
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Year OPT was 
Requested 

# of Countries 
Represented 

Top Country of Citizenship % compared to all students 
who requested that year 

2010 (17 students) 9 South Korea – 3 17% 
2011 (27 students) 15 Nepal - 7 25% 
2012 (27 students) 13 Vietnam - 6 22% 
2013 (28 students) 14 Thailand – 5 17% 
2014 (28 students) 21 Vietnam – 4 14% 
2015 (26 students) 12 Thailand – 6 23% 
2016 (38 students) 20 China and Vietnam – 7 each 18% / 18% 
2017 (47 students) 17 Thailand – 12 25% 
2018 (39 students) 17 Vietnam - 7 17% 
Total (277 students) 52 Thailand and Vietnam – 40 each 28% of all students 

 

Majors for OPT students from 2010-2018 
Overall the top major for students’ participation on OPT has been Business and Business Administration 
and Management. The only year that had a higher number of student participation from a different 
major was 2013 with Multimedia. 

 

There were 155 other students (55%0 who majored in 15-20 other fields which includes: 

• Art 
• Banking and Financial Support Services 
• Carpentry 
• Dental Assisting/Assistant 
• Electrical and Electronic Engineering Technologies 
• Emergency Medical Technology/Technician (EMT Paramedic) 
• Fashion/Apparel Design 
• Kinesiology 
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• Landscaping 
• Language Interpretation and Translation 
• Legal Assistant 
• Mathematics 
• Political Science and Government 
• Radio and Television 
• Registered Nursing 
• Spanish Language and Literature 
• Woodworking 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

Top Majors by Year 

2010 (17 students) Biology, Child Development and Psychology 
– 2 each 

2011 (27 students) Business - 5 
2012 (27 students) Business - 6 
2013 (28 students) Multimedia - 7 
2014 (28 students) Business - 9 
2015 (26 students) Business - 9 
2016 (38 students) Business – 10 
2017 (47 students) Business – 10 
2018 (39 students) Business – 11 
Total (277 students) Business – 58 (20% of all students) 

OPT Requested, Pending and Approved Overview (2010-2018) 
There were 277 total requests made for OPT from March 10, 2010 through December 14, 2018, which 
was the data available used for the purposes of this report. Out of those 277 students, 269 were 
approved for OPT (97% approval rating). For those that were not approved, 1 student withdrew from 
OPT (cancelled OPT after receiving a pending status), 3 students cancelled (cancelled OPT after the 
request was made but prior to status being changed to pending), 1 student was denied (transferred out 
or left country before OPT approved), and 3 students were rejected (OPT application not approved by 
USCIS). 

There were 19 students who were approved that did not have a “pending” status date displayed in 
SEVIS. 

Year OPT was Requested OPT Employment 
Requested 

OPT Employment 
Pending 

OPT Employment 
Approved 

Earliest March 10, 2010 May 11, 2010 May 11, 2010 
Latest December 14, 2018 February 15, 2019 March 7, 2019 
2010 17 16 17 
2011 27 27 26 
2012 27 27 27 
2013 28 27 27 
2014 28 28 27 



2015 26 26 26 
2016 38 33 36 
2017 47 37 45 
2018 39 29 38 
TOTAL 277 250 269 

 

 

 

OPT Employment Requests made by month (277 Total) 
The most common months (high peak season) for students to apply for OPT are in October (Ranked #1 – 
44 students), March (Ranked #2 – 38 students), and May (Ranked #3 – 33 students). April, November 
and December tied for #5 with 30 students each. The least common months are January, February, 
August and September (which are all at the beginning of the Spring and Fall semesters) 
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August 6 
September 5 
October 44 
November 30 
December 30 

 

 

 

 

OPT Employment Approvals by Month (269 Total) 
The highest number of approvals took place during the months of August (Ranked #1 – 38 students), 
February (Ranked #2 – 35 students) and January (Ranked #3 – 31 students). The lowest number of 
approvals were received by students in November. 
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November 8 
December 19 

 

 

Days from OPT Requested to OPT Approved - Number of days students waited for their OPT 
Application to go from Requested to Approved 

Overall, it took students an average of 78 days for their application to be approved from the day it was 
requested in SEVIS. The most common amount of days it took students was 71 days.  

However, there has been a steady increase in the total number of days. The average number of days has 
increased by 33 days from an average of 57 days in 2010 (less than 2 months) to an average of 90 days 
(3 months) in 2017 and 2018. The most common amount of days it took students to receive an approval 
status from the requested date in 2018 was 113 days (3.7 months). 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE 
(Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 14 102 57 62, 70 60 
2011 35 85 58.1 46, 57, 81 56 
2012 36 119 73.3 66, 69, 76, 

79, 85 
76 

2013 41 139 68.3 71 66 
2014 28 258 76 55 63 
2015 42 131 82.1 84 83.5 
2016 41 142 86.4 91 86.5 
2017 41 126 90.2 100 98 
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2018 68 120 90.1 113 89 
TOTAL 14 258 78.4 71 77 

 

Days from OPT Requested to OPT Pending - Number of days students waited for their OPT 
Application to go from Requested to Pending 

It took students on average 27 days for their application to go from a status of requested to pending. 
This does not account for when students actually sent in their application. The requested date is based 
on the day OPT was requested in SEVIS. The most common amount of days it took students to receive a 
pending status was 16 days. 

However, since 2010 it has taken much longer for students to receive a pending status from the date of 
their request. Although the average number of days dropped from 32 to 25, the most common number 
of days it took students to receive pending jumped from 14 days (2 weeks) in 2010 to 29 days (1 month) 
in 2018. 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN 
(Average) 

MODE 
(Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 14 77 32.3 14 27 
2011 13 77 21.3 14 16 
2012 11 84 22.7 14, 15 18 
2013 13 50 23.9 16 21 
2014 13 64 20.6 15 16 
2015 14 79 27.6 15 21 
2016 19 119 41.6 21 38 
2017 3 89 29 27 29 
2018 4 63 25 29 24 
TOTAL 3 119 27.2 16 22 

 

Days from OPT Pending to OPT Approved - Number of days students waited for their OPT 
Application to go from Pending to Approved 

It took students an average of 49 days for their application to go from pending to approved. However, 
the most common amount of days was actually higher than the average which was 63 days (over 2 
months from the time their application changed to pending status). 

The average number of days for students to be approved after going from requested to pending, has 
increased from 25 in 2010 (less than 1 month) to 67 days in 2018 (more than 2 months). 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN 
(Average) 

MODE 
(Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 0 85 25.3 0 27.5 
2011 2 63 36.6 30 37 



2012 1 84 50.6 46 51 
2013 10 91 44.4 34 45 
2014 12 194 55.4 28 43 
2015 0 92 54.5 63 60.5 
2016 7 91 44.1 71 42 
2017 12 112 57.9 12 58 
2018 20 96 67.2 84 71 
TOTAL 0 194 49.9 63 48 

 

Days between OPT Requested to Recommended Start Date - Number of days between when 
students THOUGHT their OPT would begin from the day they requested 

International students may request OPT 90 days before their program ends through 60 days after their 
program ends. Their recommended OPT start date must be between 1-60 days after their program 
ended. The average number of days students requested OPT before they were recommended for it to 
begin was 72.7 days. Students most commonly had OPT recommended to start 65 days after the day 
they requested. 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE 
(Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 58 122 71.2 62, 65 65 
2011 49 84 69.7 72 72 
2012 36 114 75.9 71, 80 76 
2013 45 133 73.1 65 69.5 
2014 36 80 64.7 64 64 
2015 32 82 67.1 75 69.5 
2016 11 109 62.3 69 65.5 
2017 7 175 82.5 63 86 
2018 24 150 81.1 68 80 
TOTAL 7 175 72.7 65 70 

 

Days from OPT Requested to Actual Start Date - Number of days students waited for OPT to 
actually begin from the day they requested 

The day students’ OPT actual starts may sometimes be different that the recommended start date. This 
can be seen by comparing the average number of days it took from the requested date to the 
recommended start date (72.7 days) and actual start date (83.6 days). This means that on average, 
students OPT was actually beginning 11 days after the day it was originally recommended to begin. 

The average number of days from the OPT requested date to the actual start date has been increasing 
since 2010, going from 71.2 days in 2010 to 98.2 days in 2018. The most common amount of days 
between the OPT requested date to the actual start date for all years is 80 days. 



Year OPT 
was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 58 122 71.2 62, 65 65 
2011 49 83 69.1 72 71.5 
2012 57 114 76.9 71, 80 76 
2013 45 133 73.2 65 69 
2014 36 250 81.9 64 66 
2015 42 112 76.3 71 75 
2016 34 141 86.2 76 83.5 
2017 51 131 98.1 99 99 
2018 68 146 98.2 95 96 
TOTAL 34 250 83.6 80 79 

 

Days between OPT Requested to Recommended End Date – Number of days between when 
students THOUGHT their OPT would end from the day they requested 

When students request OPT, there is also a recommended end date, which shows how long this process 
is expected to be from beginning to end. Overall, from the day students requested OPT, there was an 
expectation that their OPT was going to end on average 432 days from that time (14.2 months). 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE 
(Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 340 486 432.2 426, 427 427 
2011 252 549 421.3 437 431 
2012 346 565 432.5 434, 435, 

443, 444, 
448 

430 

2013 165 497 424.8 420 432 
2014 400 444 428.7 427 428 
2015 324 447 429.3 440 434.5 
2016 376 473 426.1 433 429.5 
2017 371 539 445 427 448 
2018 280 514 440.4 432 444 
TOTAL 165 565 432.3 427 433 

 

Days between OPT Requested to Actual End Date - Number of days between when students 
OPT actually ended from the day they requested 

Realistically, the average number of days from OPT requested to the actual end date is 418 days (13.7 
months). Some students choose to have their OPT end earlier when they decide to transfer out or return 
to their home country prior to the end. 



Year OPT 
was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 259 486 422.1 423 427 
2011 191 545 409.5 437 430.5 
2012 292 565 422.9 434, 435, 444, 

448 
435 

2013 161 497 416.9 420 431 
2014 211 489 409.1 429 428 
2015 281 477 417 445 437 
2016 173 489 415.9 451 440.5 
2017 169 496 427.3 450 450 
2018 144 510 422.4 460 458 
TOTAL 144 565 418.7 429 436 

 

Days before or after OPT Pending to Recommended Start Date - Number of days before or 
after when students THOUGHT their OPT would begin from the day their status changed to Pending 

On average, a student’s OPT status goes from requested to pending 44 days before their recommended 
start date. 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most Common) MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 -74 6 -38.8 -36 -40.5 
2011 -69 4 -48.3 -58, -56, -49 -49 
2012 -85 4 -53.2 -69, -66, -65, -58, -41 -58 
2013 -85 -25 -49.3 -36 -49 
2014 -65 2 -44.1 -48 -47.5 
2015 -66 16 -39.5 -36 -41 
2016 -85 86 -19.6 -21 -27 
2017 -112 28 -53.7 -75 -60 
2018 -121 12 -56.6 -43 -60 
TOTAL -121 86 -44.9 -49 -48 

 

Days before or after OPT Pending to Actual Start Date - Number of days before or after when 
students OPT actually began from the day their status changed to pending 

On average, a student’s OPT status goes from requested to pending 55 days before their actual start 
date. In 2018, the most common was 80 days before their actual start date, compared to 36 days before 
in 2010. Based on the last 4 years of data (2015-2018), students should expect their OPT to actually 
begin anywhere from 44-75 days from the time their application changes to a pending status. 



Year OPT 
was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most Common) MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 -74 6 -38.8 -36 -40.5 
2011 -66 4 -47.5 -58, -56, -49 -49 
2012 -85 4 -54.2 -69, -66, -65, -58, -49, -41 -58 
2013 -85 -25 -49.3 -36 -49 
2014 -186 -20 -61.2 -48 -50 
2015 -85 8 -48.6 -58 -54 
2016 -85 -5 -44.1 -62 -43.5 
2017 -112 -9 -68 -75 -72 
2018 -95 -19 -74.1 -80 -79 
TOTAL -186 8 -55.2 -58 -55 

 

Days between OPT Pending to Recommended End Date - Number of days between when 
students THOUGHT their OPT would end from the day their status changed to Pending 

From the day students OPT application status changed from requested to pending, there was an 
expectation that their OPT was going to end on average 405 days from that time (13.3 months). 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most Common) MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 326 438 399.6 n/a 404 
2011 236 521 400 414, 423 414 
2012 325 550 409.8 392, 422, 440 416 
2013 123 449 400.5 400 411 
2014 362 429 408 412 411.5 
2015 308 431 401.7 406 406 
2016 279 449 383.3 385 390 
2017 336 476 417.7 439 424 
2018 352 485 420.6 407 424 
TOTAL 123 550 405 423 411 

 

Days between OPT Pending to Actual End Date - Number of days between from when students 
OPT actually ended from the day their status changed to pending 

Realistically, the average number of days from OPT pending to the actual end date is 394 days (12.9 
months). Some students choose to have their OPT end earlier when they decide to transfer out or return 
to their home country prior to the end. 

Year OPT 
was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most Common) MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 



2010 231 438 388.9 n/a 403 
2011 174 517 387.9 414 412.5 
2012 278 550 400.2 392, 422, 427, 440 408 
2013 119 449 393 400 409 
2014 192 447 388.4 412 412 
2015 239 450 389.3 423 410.5 
2016 109 449 371.5 406 395.5 
2017 158 478 409.3 407 426 
2018 105 455 412.6 444 437 
TOTAL 105 550 394 423 412 

 

Days before or after OPT Approved to Recommended Start Date - Number of days before or 
after students THOUGHT their OPT would begin from the day their status changed to Approved 

On average, a student’s OPT status goes from pending to approved 5.8 days AFTER their recommended 
start date. In 2010, students were receiving their approval on average 2 weeks before their 
recommended start date. However in 2018, students on average were receiving their approval 8 days 
after their recommended start date. 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most Common) MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 -60 11 -14.2 -13, 5, 6 -13 
2011 -36 11 -10.9 -26 -10.5 
2012 -51 27 -2.5 5 5 
2013 -37 7 -4.9 6 -2 
2014 -32 196 11.2 -6 -6 
2015 -29 61 14.9 25 17 
2016 -12 109 24 0 17 
2017 -80 62 9.3 0 20 
2018 -75 78 8.8 -12 5 
TOTAL -80 196 5.8 6 4 

 

Days before or after OPT Approved to Actual Start Date - Number of days before or after 
students OPT actually began from the day their status changed to approved 

On average, students received their approval status 5.2 days prior to their actual start date. In 2018 the 
average was 8.1 days before their actual start date, and the most common was to receive approval 
status 1 day after their actual start date. This approval status is based on what is reflected in SEVIS, and 
not when the student was actually notified or received their EAD card. 



Year OPT 
was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most Common) MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 -60 11 -14.2 -13, 5, 6 -13 
2011 -36 11 -10.9 -26 -10.5 
2012 -51 22 -3.5 5 4 
2013 -37 7 -4.9 6 2 
2014 -32 17 -5.8 -6 -6 
2015 -29 19 5.8 13 9 
2016 -39 32 0.2 1 1 
2017 -80 14 -7.9 1 1 
2018 -75 4 -8.1 1 0 
TOTAL -80 32 -5.2 1 1 

 

Days before OPT Approved to Recommended End Date - Number of days students THOUGHT 
their OPT would end from the day their status changed to Approved 

From the day students OPT application status changed from pending to approved, there was an 
expectation that their OPT was going to end on average 353 days from that time (11.6 months). 
However the most common was 364 days (1 year from the time OPT was approved). 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE 
(Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 291 424 375.2 359, 377 377 
2011 206 472 362 355, 359, 

361, 366, 
371, 379, 
401 

368.5 

2012 262 529 359.1 358 359 
2013 66 400 356.1 368 365 
2014 168 396 352.7 370 370 
2015 269 394 347.2 346 347.5 
2016 256 376 339.6 364 347 
2017 294 444 353.1 381 344 
2018 195 439 350.3 376 355 
TOTAL 66 529 353.5 364 359 

 

Days between OPT Approved to Actual End Date - Number of days students OPT actually ended 
from the day their status changed to approved 



Realistically, the average number of days from OPT approved to the actual end date is 340 days (11.1 
months). Some students choose to have their OPT end earlier when they decide to transfer out or return 
to their home country prior to the end. 

Year OPT 
was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 189 424 365.1 359, 363, 377 377 
2011 144 468 351.3 354, 359, 361, 

366, 371, 379, 
401 

368.5 

2012 196 529 349.5 358, 359 358 
2013 62 400 348.6 368 364 
2014 125 369 333 370 364 
2015 179 389 334.88 356 350.5 
2016 91 376 329.4 363 359 
2017 65 444 337.1 363 361 
2018 52 439 332.3 363 363 
TOTAL 52 529 340.3 363 361 

 

Days between Recommended Start Date to Recommended End Date - Number of days 
students THOUGHT their OPT was going to be active 

The most common amount of time students recommended OPT for was 1 year. However, there were 
students who requested fewer days for Post Completion OPT, which could be due to the limitations of 
number of days they could be authorized for (if they spent some time on Pre-Completion OPT), or if they 
were expecting to transfer out or leave the country prior to 1 full year of OPT. The least amount of days 
a student recommended post completion OPT for was 73 days (2.4 months). From 2010-2012, there 
were students who had recommended OPT to last more than 1 full year, which may be a glitch in the 
SEVIS system or perhaps they were actually allowed to request more than 1 year in SEVIS during that 
time. 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN 
(Average) 

MODE 
(Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 263 414 360.9 364 364 
2011 180 474 351.6 365 365 
2012 284 485 356.5 364 364 
2013 73 365 351.7 364 364 
2014 362 364 363.9 364 364 
2015 292 366 362.1 365 365 
2016 354 365 363.7 364 364 
2017 294 365 362.5 364 364 
2018 183 364 359.3 364 364 



TOTAL 73 485 359.5 364 364 
 

Days between Actual Start Date and Actual End Date - Number of days students were 
authorized for OPT 

The most common amount of days students were authorized for OPT was 364 days. However, the 
average number of days was slightly less than that at 335 days. Some students choose to have their OPT 
end earlier when they decide to transfer out or return to their home country prior to the end. 

The least amount of days a student was approved for OPT was 55 days (less than 2 months), and the 
most was 485 days (which may be a glitch in the SEVIS system dating back to 2012, as students are only 
allowed up to 1 year of Post Completion OPT at the Associates level. 

Year OPT 
was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most 
Common) 

MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 195 414 350.8 364 364 
2011 118 470 340.3 365 365 
2012 209 485 346 364 364 
2013 69 364 343.7 364 364 
2014 135 364 327.1 364 364 
2015 193 365 340.6 365 365 
2016 93 364 329.6 364 364 
2017 70 419 329.2 364 364 
2018 55 364 324.1 364 364 
TOTAL 55 485 335 364 364 

 

Days between Recommended Start Date and Actual Start Date - Difference of days from 
when the student THOUGHT they may be starting OPT, to the day they actually started OPT 

The day students’ OPT actual starts may sometimes be different that the recommended start date. On 
average, students OPT was actually beginning 11 days after the day it was originally recommended to 
begin. This average has been increasing since 2010-2013 (when the recommended and actual dates 
were 0-1 day apart). The highest difference of days on average was in 2016 where students were 
starting their OPT on average 23.8 days after the day it was recommended to begin. In 2018, a student’s 
actual start date began 38 days before it was recommended to begin. 

At times the actual start date will be later than the recommended date if the recommended date is not a 
realistic time frame from the time OPT was requested. In 2018 a student’s actual start date was 78 days 
after their recommended start date. 

Year OPT was 
Requested 

MIN MAX MEAN (Average) MODE (Most Common) MEDIAN 
(Middle 
Number) 

2010 0 0 0 0 0 



2011 0 0 0 0 0 
2012 0 27 1 0 0 
2013 0 0 0 0 0 
2014 0 188 17 0 0 
2015 0 42 9.1 0 2.5 
2016 0 108 23.8 0 15.5 
2017 0 61 17.2 0 17 
2018 -38 78 15.8 0 1 
TOTAL -38 188 11 0 0 

 

OPT Student Employment Information 
This information contains 218 unique students who reported 264 jobs in SEVIS from August 25, 2010 
through November 8, 2019. (Average 1.2 jobs per student). One student reported having 6 jobs during 
their OPT period, and another reported 5 jobs, which were the most for all students. 250 of the jobs 
were reported to be in California. Other states listed where students were employed are Connecticut, 
Florida, Indiana, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, South Dakota, Texas and Washington. 

6 students indicated they were “Self-Employed”, while the remaining 212 were not. The 6 students who 
were self-employed have been removed from the list below which is sorted by Major, Certificate/Degree 
awarded, Employer Name, and Student Job Title (if available). The certificate/degree listed is the most 
recent award and may not reflect the actual degree used for OPT. 

Major Degree/Certificate Awarded Employer Name Student Job Title 

Accounting 
BUSINESS/Business 
Administration 

Asian Pacific 
Environmental 
Network Canvasser 

Accounting Accounting American Spring LLC Accountant 

Accounting ESL Advanced ESL 
Lime Leaf 
Corporation 

Accounting Assistant 
(Volunteer) 

Accounting Accounting 
Robert Half 
International Accounting Clerk 

Accounting Accounting 
Accounting 
Principals Tax Associate 

Accounting BUSINESS/Accounting JVS Imports Inc. 
bookkeeper/accounta
nt 

Accounting BUSINESS/Accounting 
K&K Group, INC. 
Judoku Cashier & Server 

Accounting 
BUSINESS/Business 
Administration 

East Bay Asian Local 
Development 
Corporation Tax Preparer 

Accounting Business Administration 
Truelight Korean 
Baptist Church  



Accounting BUSINESS/Accounting 

The UPS 
Store/Greenberg 
Brand Strategy  

Accounting Business Administration Gloss Nails Spa Receptionist 

Accounting 
BUSINESS/Business 
Administration Gloss Nail Salon  

Accounting Accounting American Gen Accountant 

Accounting BUSINESS/Accounting 
Fresh and Best Cafe 
2 manager 

Accounting Business Administration Pacific Nails Bookkeeper/Manager 

Accounting Accounting 
Accounting 
Principles 

payroll account 
representative 

Accounting BUSINESS/Accounting 
Burge Pacific 
Enterprise  

Accounting BUSINESS/ACCOUNTING 
Swaim Biological 
Incorporated  

Accounting Accounting 
Royal Legacy 
Logistics  

Accounting BUSINESS/Accounting Sushi Boat  

Accounting ESL Advanced ESL 
WHAT THE CLUCK, 
INC. Accounting Assistant 

Animation,Interacti
ve 
Technology,Video 
Graphics and 
Special Effects Animation - Level I Studio in the Box Illustrator 
Animation,Interacti
ve 
Technology,Video 
Graphics and 
Special Effects Animation - Level I AI4ALL 

Program and 
Communications 
Intern 

Apparel and 
Accessories 
Marketing 
Operations 

Apparel Design and 
Merchandisi Azazie 

Technical Designer, 
Temp 

Applied 
Horticulture/Hortic
ulture 
Operations,General Permaculture Design Culture 

GardenCrafters 
Landscape & Design 

Landscape Gardner 
Helper 

Architectural 
Engineering 
Technology/Techni
cian Architectural Technology Kitami, Inc  
Architecture ESL Advanced ESL August Studio architectural designer 

Art ESL High Intermediate ESL 
Arcadia Framing 
Company LLC Gallery Assistant 



Art Public Art Kirala Space Designer 

Art F/APP ARTS/FIGURE DR 
Green Forest Art 
Studio Instructor 

Art F/APP ARTS/ART 
La Pena Cultural 
Center  

Art/Art 
Studies,General 

Communication Graphics 
(Advert April 8 Cafe Interior Designer 

Automotive 
Engineering 
Technology/Techni
cian ATECH Toyota Specialist 

Downtown Toyota 
of Oakland  

Banking and 
Financial Support 
Services  Daniya inc Assistant Manager 
Banking and 
Financial Support 
Services 

Management and 
Supervision 

Gander & White 
Shipping Inc. Account Administrator 

Banking and 
Financial Support 
Services Business Administration Wells Fargo Teller 
Banking and 
Financial Support 
Services Biology 

Laser & Cosmetic 
Dentistry  

Behavioral Sciences  
Children's Council of 
San Francisco Child Care Provider 

Biological and 
Physical Sciences Science (Natural) 

Bluehouse Korean 
BBQ Nutritionist 

Biological and 
Physical Sciences Health Sciences SFS 39 Inc  
Biological and 
Physical Sciences Science (Natural) CAS InterGlobal 

ASSISTANT SALES 
MANAGER 

Biology 
Technician/Biotech
nology Laboratory 
Technician Accounting GARDENCRAFTERS Accounting Assistant 

Biology/Biological 
Sciences,General 

Biotechnology - Level One 
Cert 

Children’s Hospital 
Oakland Research 
Institute Volunteer 

Biology/Biological 
Sciences,General BIOLOGY 

Center for Autism 
and Related 
Disorders Behavior Technician I 

Biology/Biological 
Sciences,General Biomanufacturing Production Pivot Bio Lab Technician II 
Biology/Biological 
Sciences,General BIOLOGY Kaiser Permanente Volunteer 
Biology/Biological 
Sciences,General Science (Natural) 

Kaiser Permanente 
Medical Center  



Biology/Biological 
Sciences,General Transfer Studies/IGETC Enthalpy Analytical Analyst I 

Biotechnology 
Biotechnology - Level One 
Cert Zymergen Media Technician 

Biotechnology BIOTECHNOLOGY 

Children's Hosp. 
Research I, Epstein 
Lab  

Biotechnology BIOTECHNOLOGY UCSF Intern 
Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration 

Braille 
Skateboarding Warehouse Manager 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

Transfer Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth Chigbu & Co, LLP Bookkeeper 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

Trans Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth 

Accountemps- AG 
Ferrari Foods 

Accounting 
Administrator 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Business Administration 

Alameda Christian 
Reformed Church Volunteer 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Cooking iTea Alameda Manager Assistance 
Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Cooking Hornblower Cook 
Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Cooking 

MARUGAME UDON 
USA LLC Assistant Manager 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Business Administration Teazzert Store Manager 
Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Business Administration Walgreens Customer Service 

Business 
Administration and Business Administration 

Premier Marketing 
& Management 
Svcs., Inc. Sales Representative 



Management,Gene
ral 
Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration The Port Workspace Community Manager 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration 

Peralta Community 
District 

Senior Clerical 
Assistant 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration Drake's Dealership Brunch Supervisor 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration Golden Squirell Line Cook 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral General Business 

LPI Learning/Agent 
Au Pair Operations Manager 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Business Administration 

H&L Home Supply 
LLC Account Assistant 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration 

International 
Culture Exchange 
Group 

Marketing & Project 
Coordinator 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration Budget Van Lines Inc 

Accounting and 
Administrative 
Assistant 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration 

Baan Thai 
Corperation Manager 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Business Administration OMNI Medical LLC  
Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral ESL Advanced ESL H&R Block Tax preparer 



Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

Transfer Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth Bank of America 

Client Service 
Representative 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral General Business Lumen Digital  
Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration RANDSTAD US, LP Accounting Clerk 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration AMAZON.COM, INC. Amazon Driver 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral BUSINESS/Accounting 

Prudential California 
Realty  

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

Trans Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth 

Kelly Financial 
Resources 

Account Payable 
Clerk/ Assistant 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Liberal Arts/Social & Behavior Nanayiro  
Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Transfer Studies/IGETC 

The Phoenix 
Pastificio Salesman 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration Century Carpet  

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration Culture Vulturez Inc. founder & CEO 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration UC Dessert  

Business 
Administration and 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration OneZo Cashier 



Management,Gene
ral 
Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration Onezo Cashier 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration OneZo Cashier 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Computer programming Katz Modern 

Administrative 
Assistant 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration Panda Express  

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration 

Montesinos & 
Associates  

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Business Administration 

Creative Living 
Solutions Inc Home Staff 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

Transfer Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth Ramzi Faraj Assistant Manager 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Business Administration Apple, Inc. Specialist 
Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral  ASIATE CORP 

RECEPTIONIST & 
BOOKEEPER 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral BUS/BUSINESS ADMIN 

Avichal LLC DBA 7-
11 Business Analyst 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Accounting 

Excelsior Incense 
Works  



Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration 

Gridspeak 
Corporation Research Analyst 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration Bowl Brazil, LLC Accounting Intern 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration TJX (Homegoods)  

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral  

Floor Dimensions 
Inc. Sales Representative 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral  

Bay Media Star 
Inc./Oceanver Vision 
Corp  

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral Transfer Studies/IGETC Kontxt 

Marketing specialist 
Intern 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration In_Step Footware  

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration 

International Chi 
Institute Marketing Assistant 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral 

BUSINESS/Business 
Administration 

Robert Half 
International Data Audit Specialist 

Business 
Administration and 
Management,Gene
ral  

HST INVESTMENTS 
INC 

INVENTORY 
SPECIALIST 

Business 
Administration, 
Management and 
Operations,Other Business Administration Ross Store Sales Associate 
Business/Commerc
e,General General Business TKA Fine Dining Inc Assistant Manager 



Business/Commerc
e,General General Business Ness Sox, LLC Finance Manager 
Business/Commerc
e,General Social Sciences April 8 cafe 

Administrative 
Assistant 

Business/Commerc
e,General ESL High Intermediate ESL 

Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
INC.  

Business/Commerc
e,General BUSINESS/ACCOUNTING 

NTT Innovation 
Institute  

Business/Commerc
e,General Accounting 

CCH Christian 
Church Homes  

Business/Commerc
e,General BUSINESS/ACCOUNTING Geta inc.  
Business/Commerc
e,General Business Administration 

Card Acquisition, 
LLC 

Business Intern 
(unpaid) 

Business/Commerc
e,General General Business 

Royale Union LLC 
Eat at Thai  

Business/Commerc
e,General ESL High Intermediate ESL RackFoundry, Inc. Sales Operations 
Carpentry/Carpent
er Carpentry 

Whisk Cake 
Creations  

Child Development Child Development Fuzzy Caterpillar  
Child Development Child Development Le Boutchou  

Child Development Full Certificate 

American 
International 
Montessori School  

Child Development Child Development 
The Little Garden 
Family Day Care  

Child Development  
Wu Yee Chilrens 
services  

Child Development Child Development 
Urban Montessori 
Charter School Support Teacher LE 

Child Development Child Development Akiko Kato 
Teacher at daycare 
center 

Child Development Child Development Nadim Jessani Babysitting 
Child Development Child Development Joshua Adam Greller Babysitting 

Child Development Associate Teacher 
Beyond Montessori 
School  

Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General Computer Programming 

Rachael Leigh Olliff 
Yang  

Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General  

Murphy, McKay and 
Associates 

Relocation Services 
Technician 

Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General  Rica Recycling 

Computer hardware 
tester 



Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General Web Programming Signal Zero, Inc Software Engineer 
Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General Computer programming Lers Ros 

IT Support and Social 
Media Marketing 

Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General Computer Programming Gap Inc. Web Developer 
Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General 

Computer Information 
Systems Baba USA Textiles  

Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General Web Programming 

Shag Enterprises, 
LCL Software Engineer 

Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General CIS/COMPUTER PROGRMG Social Chorus  
Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General MATHEMATICS Vastika Inc. Software Developer 
Computer and 
Information 
Sciences,General MATHEMATICS Vastika Inc. Software Developer 
Computer and 
Information 
Systems 
Security/Informatio
n Assurance CIS Infrastructure Security 

You and Me World 
Foundation Wed developer 

Computer 
Programming/Prog
rammer,General CIS Computer Programming Scrum Ventures  
Computer 
Programming/Prog
rammer,General Accounting Berkeley Thai House  

Computer Science 
Computer Information 
Systems 

COMPATIBLE 
TECHNOLOGY 
SYSTEM, INC Software Engineer 

Computer Science BIOLOGY Panda Express cashier 
Cooking and 
Related Culinary 
Arts,General Dietary Manager 

Providence McClure 
Rehabilitation, LLC Dietary Supervisor 

Cooking and 
Related Culinary 
Arts,General Cooking Sushi Fantastic Chef 



Corrections and 
Criminal 
Justice,Other 

Trans Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth 

University of 
California San 
Francisco 

Sr. Employment 
Representative 

Cosmetology/Cosm
etologist,General Cosmetology Sora Oh Salon Assistant 
Cosmetology/Cosm
etologist,General Cosmetology Dry Bar Hair Salon  
Cosmetology/Cosm
etologist,General Cosmetology 

Bhawana Thai 
Massage  

Culinary Arts and 
Related 
Services,Other Baking 

A Taste of Denmark, 
Inc.  

Culinary Arts and 
Related 
Services,Other Cooking Umenoki Home Cook 
Culinary Arts/Chef 
Training Baking JAKKRID INC. 

LINE COOK, PLATING 
DESSERTS 

Culinary Arts/Chef 
Training Baking 

Whisk Cake 
Creations Cake Decorator 

Culinary Arts/Chef 
Training Restaurant Management 

Lylton Rancheria of 
California Casino 

Food and Beverage 
Supervisor 

Culinary Arts/Chef 
Training Restaurant Management Zen restaurant  
Culinary Arts/Chef 
Training Baking Acrobat Outsourcing Prep Cook 
Culinary Arts/Chef 
Training Baking Sixth Course Pastry Cook 
Culinary Arts/Chef 
Training Baking Bua Luang Dessert Specialist 
Culinary Arts/Chef 
Training Cooking Beach Chalet Prep Cook 
Dental 
Assisting/Assistant DENTAL ASSISTING Sadler Orthodontics Dental Assistant 
Digital 
Communication 
and 
Media/Multimedia Digital Video Production mindlance for Apple  
Early Childhood 
Education and 
Teaching 

Violence Intervention and 
Coun Albany Pre School  

Early Childhood 
Education and 
Teaching Assistant Teacher Duck's Nest Inc Preschool Teacher 
Electrical and 
Electronic 
Engineering Electrical Technology 

Regency General 
Contractors  



Technologies/Tech
nicians,Other 
Emergency Medical 
Technology/Techni
cian (EMT 
Paramedic) Science (Natural) Laney college 

Teacher Assistant 
(Bio2-Human 
Anatomy) 

Emergency Medical 
Technology/Techni
cian (EMT 
Paramedic) Science (Natural) Burke Williams Massage Therapist 
Emergency Medical 
Technology/Techni
cian (EMT 
Paramedic) Science (Natural) Mspa MassageTherapist 
Emergency Medical 
Technology/Techni
cian (EMT 
Paramedic) Science (Natural) Zeel Massage Therapist 
Emergency Medical 
Technology/Techni
cian (EMT 
Paramedic) Science (Natural) UCSF medical center 

Volunteer in nursing 
department 

Emergency Medical 
Technology/Techni
cian (EMT 
Paramedic) Science (Natural) 

Balance Thai 
Massage and Spa 

Receptionist/Massage 
Therapist 

English Language 
and 
Literature,General 

Liberal Arts/Arts & 
Humanities 

Berkeley City 
College  

Environmental 
Control 
Technologies/Tech
nicians,Other Commercial HVAC Systems 

Equilibrium Energy + 
Design  

Fashion/Apparel 
Design 

Apparel Design and 
Merchandising Design Veronique  

Fashion/Apparel 
Design  Macy's 

Department of selling 
zone 

Fashion/Apparel 
Design  stella carakasi  
Fashion/Apparel 
Design 

Apparel Design and 
Merchandising Ito Assistant 

General 
Merchandising,Sale
s,and Related 
Marketing 
Operations,Other 

BUSINESS/Marketing and 
Sales Aerotek Inc 

Product Operations 
Specialist 



Graphic Design GRART/APP GRAPHIC DS 
Oranuch 
Chatsrinopakun  

Graphic Design GRART/APP GRAPHIC DS Shinycrown  

Graphic Design 
Communication Graphics 
(Advert TG Learning Center  

Graphic Design GRART/APP GRAPHIC DS 
San Francisco 
Community Radio  

Graphic Design 
Applied Graphic 
Design/Electro 

Oakland Unified 
School Disctrict 

Instructional Support 
Specialist 

Health Professions 
and Related Clinical 
Sciences,Other Health Sciences 

Kaiser Permanente 
San Leandro 
Medical Center 

administrative staff 
helper 

Health 
Services/Allied 
Health/Health 
Sciences,General Health Sciences Teknitron  
Health 
Services/Allied 
Health/Health 
Sciences,General 

Science (Natural) 
[reinstateme 

Alta Bates Medical 
Center  

Health 
Services/Allied 
Health/Health 
Sciences,General Health Sciences 

Brookdale Assisted 
Living 

Resident Care 
Associate 

Humanities/Human
istic Studies Accounting 

LAB DH, LLP (45-
4492588) Bookkeeper/Manager 

Intermedia/Multim
edia Transfer Studies/IGETC Anamon Studios LLC 

Production 
Coordinator 

Intermedia/Multim
edia Transfer Studies/IGETC Henshin Inc. 

Development 
Coordinator 

Intermedia/Multim
edia Foundation for Multimedia Bangkok Garden 

Freelance web 
designer 

Intermedia/Multim
edia 

Web Design/Production Level 
II Kacha Thai Bistro Inc UI & UX Designer 

Intermedia/Multim
edia 

Web Design/Production Level 
I 

EK Food Services 
INC Web Designer 

Intermedia/Multim
edia 

Advanced Digital 
Photography Expressions Gallery  

Intermedia/Multim
edia Animation - 

Northern California 
Tamu Samaj  

Intermedia/Multim
edia DIGITAL IMAGING Korean Center, Inc.  
Intermedia/Multim
edia Digital Imaging Level I 

Frank's Engineering 
Clinic  

Intermedia/Multim
edia 

Found of Video Prod & 
Editing Reel Strategy  



Intermedia/Multim
edia 

Found of Video Prod & 
Editing 

Micha Peled Teddy 
Bear Films  

Intermedia/Multim
edia 

Web Design/Production Level 
I 

VFMG Public 
Relations/Marketing  

Intermedia/Multim
edia Basic 3d Illustration Kannika, Inc.  
Intermedia/Multim
edia Basic Digital Photography Takara Sake  
Intermedia/Multim
edia ESL High Intermediate ESL Fei Teng Afterschool Office Assistant 
Kinesiology and 
Exercise Science  

ZM Grappling 
Academy Trainer 

Landscaping and 
Groundskeeping Permaculture Design Culture Alemany??Farm 

Urban Agriculture 
Internship 

Landscaping and 
Groundskeeping Permaculture Design Culture 

City and County of 
San Francisco 
Recreation and 
Parks Department Public Service Trainee 

Language 
Interpretation and 
Translation 

Legal Community 
Interpreting 

Hannah Interpreting 
Services 

Interpreter-
Independent 
Contractor 

Language 
Interpretation and 
Translation 

Legal Community 
Interpreting 

California 
Translation 
International Interpreter 

Language 
Interpretation and 
Translation 

Legal Community 
Interpreting Welocalize 

Linguistic QA and 
Localization specialist 

Language 
Interpretation and 
Translation 

Legal Community 
Interpreting Protranslating 

Translator, editor and 
linguistic QA 

Legal 
Assistant/Paralegal  

ISCANDARI & 
ASSOCIATES LEGAL ASSISTANT 

Liberal Arts and 
Sciences,General 
Studies and 
Humanities,Other Transfer Studies/IGETC 

Peralta Community 
College District Clerical Aid 

Liberal Arts and 
Sciences/Liberal 
Studies LIBERAL ARTS Dominos  
Liberal Arts and 
Sciences/Liberal 
Studies Liberal Arts/Social & Behavior Macy's  
Liberal Arts and 
Sciences/Liberal 
Studies Business Administration RPM/YKMC Global accounting 



Liberal Arts and 
Sciences/Liberal 
Studies Liberal Arts/Social & Behavior TJ Maxx  

Liberal Arts and 
Sciences/Liberal 
Studies BIOLOGY 

City and County of 
San Francisco - 
Department of 
Public Works 

Student Design 
Trainee I 

Machine Shop 
Technology/Assista
nt Machine Technology TNP Machines  

Marketing,Other Social Sciences 
J&J Food Specialties 
Inc. Marketing Assistant 

Mathematics,Gene
ral  Zenga Inc. 

E-commerce 
specialist/ intern 

Mathematics,Gene
ral Transfer Studies/IGETC JECHI, INC. 

Financial analyst 
assistant 

Mathematics,Gene
ral  Bottom's Up 

Bartender/ Data 
analyst 

Mathematics,Gene
ral  HC Solutions Accountant 
Mathematics,Gene
ral  Dosa Hostess 
Mathematics,Gene
ral AS-T MATH Philips 76 Cashier 
Mathematics,Gene
ral Transfer Studies/IGETC Sobo Ramen Project Manager 

Natural Sciences 
Science (Natural) 
[reinstateme American Red Cross  

Natural Sciences Science (Natural) 

PERALTA 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE DISTRICT CLERICAL ASSISTANT II 

Natural Sciences Science (Natural) Chime  
Photography Photography Marketing Kings photographer 
Political Science 
and 
Government,Gener
al Political Science for Transfer 

Consulate General 
of Mongolia in San 
Francisco  

Political Science 
and 
Government,Gener
al Political Science for Transfer 

Berkeley City 
College 

Intern Enrollment 
Services Assistant 

Political Science 
and 
Government,Gener
al Political Science for Transfer Insikt 

Legal Collections 
Associate 

Political Science 
and Political Science for Transfer 

Corey, Canapary & 
Galanis Survey Interviewer 



Government,Gener
al 

Psychology,General 
Transfer Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth Progress Foundation Relief Counselor 

Psychology,General  
Umenoko Gardens 
Sr. Home  

Psychology,General 
Transfer Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth Spago Dog Groomer's Assistant 

Public 
Administration and 
Social Service 
Professions,Other 

Social Services 
Paraprofessional Marshalls  

Radio and 
Television  NutraGroup, Inc Intern 
Registered 
Nursing/Registered 
Nurse 

Transf Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth 

Peralta Community 
College District Staff Assistant 

Registered 
Nursing/Registered 
Nurse 

Transf Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth 

AEC Living Elders Inn 
on Webster Personal Caregiver 

Registered 
Nursing/Registered 
Nurse Nursing (ADN) 

Oakland Healthcare 
Center  

Registered 
Nursing/Registered 
Nurse 

Transfer Studies/CSU GE 
Breadth Ulta Beauty 

Prestige Beauty 
Advisor 

Sales,Distribution,a
nd Marketing 
Operations,General Accounting Classy Nails 

Salesman & 
Receptionist 

Science 
Technologies/Tech
nicians,General Science (Natural) 

Berkeley City 
College 

Tutor/Teaching 
Assistant 

Social 
Sciences,General Social Sciences 

StratMar Retail 
Services 

Independent 
Contractor 

Social 
Sciences,General Social Sciences 

Chinese American 
Voters Education 
Committee Assistant 

Social 
Sciences,General Social Sciences Dreamers-USA  
Social 
Sciences,General Social Sciences 

CAPCOM/Volt 
Workforce  

Social 
Sciences,General Political Science for transfer Robert Half Front Desk 
Social 
Sciences,Other  Margurite Journeay  
Spanish Language 
and Literature 

Liberal Arts/Arts & 
Humanities Guess Inc. Sales Associate 



Spanish Language 
and Literature 

Liberal Arts/Arts & 
Humanities Coco Cabana Hostess/Cashier 

Spanish Language 
and Literature SPANISH LANGUAGE Quick Smog  
Teacher 
Assistant/Aide Associate Teacher 

Wolly Mammoth 
Preschool Teacher 

Visual and 
Performing 
Arts,General Music Crossway Church  
Web 
Page,Digital/Multi
media and 
Information 
Resources Design 

Web Design/Production Level 
I Azteca 50 Digital Content Intern 

Web 
Page,Digital/Multi
media and 
Information 
Resources Design 

Web Design/Production Level 
I 

La Raza 93.3 (KRZZ) - 
Spanish 
Broadcasting 
System 

Promotions 
Coordinator 

Woodworking,Gen
eral Wood Technology Goodwill Warehouse Worker 

 

 

  



Program Dates Length Prior to Applying for OPT 
Requested, Pending or Approved 
The following data includes 52 students who have a requested, pending or approved OPT status in SEVIS 
(as of 12/10/19). The longest a student was on a program prior to OPT was 11 semesters (1960 days, 5.3 
years). The average number of semesters a student studied prior to OPT is 5.1 (927 days, 2.5 years). 2 
students were removed with program dates less than 1 academic year to improve data integrity as those 
students actual program length unsure (Students who were either transferred within PCCD or 
completed 1 year academic requirement at another college).  

 

Min: 2 semesters / 343 days / 0.9 years 

Max:  11 semesters / 1960 days / 5.3 years 

Average: 5.1 semesters / 927 days / 2.5 years 

Mode: 5 semesters / 861 days / 2.3 years  
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Completed, Terminated or Deactivated 
The following data includes 232 students who were formerly on OPT that currently have a completed, 
terminated or deactivated status. The longest a student was on a program prior to OPT was 14 
semesters (2536 days, 6.9 years). The average number of semesters was 5.7 (860 days, 2.7 years). This 
data dates back to January 13, 2005 (earliest program start date of these students). 31 students were 
removed with program dates less than 1 academic year to improve data integrity as those students 
actual program length unsure (Students who were either transferred within PCCD or completed 1 year 
academic requirement at another college). 

 

Min: 2 semesters / 333 days / 0.9 years   

Max: 14 semesters/ 2536 days / 6.9 years 

Average: 5.7 semesters / 995 days / 2.7 years 

Mode: 5 semesters / 860 days / 2.3 years 
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SEVIS Status for Previous OPT students 
The current status of students in SEVIS who completed OPT shows an even amount for those who were 
completed (44%) and deactivated (44%). Students who were terminated, completed or deactivated may 
have also come back to PCCD for a new program after OPT prior to their status changing. 

 

 

Completed, 115, 44%

Deactivated, 116, 44%

Terminated, 21, 8%

Active (Back to PCCD 
for New Program), 11, 

4%

Students SEVIS Status at PCCD after OPT (263 students as of 
12/10/19)
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OPT Employment Workshops for Students 
 

In Fall 2019, 5 workshops were held specifically for OPT students to support them in their employment 
efforts. All students were welcome to attend. These workshops were held in conjunction with the Career 
Services office at Laney College and Professional Career Coach, Susie O’Bryant. 

September 12, 2019 – U.S. Resume and Cover Letter workshop– 4 students 

1) Identify what belongs on a resume and cover letter or a U.S. audience. 2) Learn and apply strategies 
for making more concise, positive and appealing resume and cover letter to U.S. employers. 3) Compose 
a professional resume and cover letter. 4) Critique the writing of other professionals, including peers 

September 13, 2019 – OPT Employment Overview – 9 students 

1) Learn the rules and regulations regarding OPT. 2) Understand employment opportunities and 
support provided by the colleges and OIE. 3) Learn about other employment categories 
including Curricular Practical Training (CPT), On-campus employment, and Economic Hardship. 

September 19, 2019 – Interviewing Skills workshop– 5 students 

1) Understand the purpose of an interview. 2) Know how to prepare for an interview. 3) Identify 
appropriate body language for interviews conducted in the U.S. context. 4) Become aware of the 
process involved in interviews. 5) Utilize the STAR technique 

September 26, 2019 – Networking Skills – 3 students  

1) Introduce themselves effectively. 2) Create a professional summary to be used with online 
professional networking profiles. 3) Follow up to develop and maintain relationships. 4) Understand 
cross-cultural differences in networking. 

October 10, 2019 – Intercultural Competence & Professional Cultural Differences workshop– 12 
students 

1) Analyze cultural complexity. 2) Understand cross-cultrual theories. 3) Increase awareness of other 
cultures. 4) Build intercultural competitiveness. 
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